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Honored to Serve in July: 
Announcements: 

Darrell Hinson 

Song Leader: Jon Jones 

Preside at Lord’s Table:  

Tom Gosser 

Lord’s Table: 

Main: Lucas Clayton/Dempsy     
Goodman/Billy Don Jackson/

C.W.Carroll/Bill Dyer/Jason Fite 

Wing: Kael Feichtinger &              
Chad Brewer 

Prepare Communion:  

Lindsey Wayland 

Deliver Communion:                       

Paul Brown & Jessie Eglinton 

Sunday, July 30: 

Opening Prayer: Charlie Brewer 

Closing Prayer:  Jeff Holbrook 

 

Minister: 
Greg Smith 

931-306-7089 

Check out our website: 

hohenwaldchurchofchrist.com 

Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m./Worship: 10:30 
Sun PM: 6 p.m.                                                                       

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m. 

       
  Rigid Faith 

 
      This past Monday evening I was having a conversation in the 
lobby with two brothers in Christ. They were both commenting on 
how meaningful the Community Prayer Service was due to the   
display of Christian unity everyone experienced during the event. 
One of the men commented on how he and his wife were brought 
up in different faith traditions within the Christian community. 
Whether reared in the Churches of Christ or some other tradition, 
his feeling was that decades ago, Christianity was rigid. That is an 
appropriate description of former Christian practices across all 
Christian faith: rigid. 
      When we look at the religious practices in the time of Jesus, 
the Pharisees certainly presented Judaism in a rigid manner. The 
Jewish leaders had developed 613 laws of which the people had to 
be aware in order to maintain acceptible standing within the Jewish 
community. There were 365 prohibitions (thou shalt not), and 248 
commands. In our Wednesday evening class, as we discuss the 
gospel of Matthew, we will look in-depth at how Jesus seeks to 
make religion more accessible to everyone. 
      The Christians that came before us in decades past didn’t get 
everything wrong—in fact, we have much to thank them for. Those 
Christians were faithful and tried to live out their Christian beliefs as 
best they knew how! The reason for their rigidity, whether Church 
of Christ, Baptist, Pentecostal, etc., was because of how they were 
taught to read the Bible: as a book of rules that if properly followed 
would keep from making God angry. Sound familiar? That was 
strikingly similar to the attitude and understanding of the religious 
people in the time of Jesus. 
      In each of the first three gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
Jesus shows us the frame of mind we need to have that so richly 
replaces the 613 laws. In each telling of the story, Jesus is         
approached by someone who knows the law well. The man is     
described as either a lawyer or a teacher of the law. Jesus is    
questioned about which is the greatest commandment and Jesus 
praises the man for quoting from Numbers 6, the Shema, and then 
quoting the law that says you are to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Jesus declares that all of the laws and prophets hang on these two 
commands. Today we shorten these two commandments to      
Love God, Love others. 
      Jesus takes 613 rules and regulations and reduces them to   
two commandments. You can read these events for yourself in        
Matthew 22:35-40; Mark 12:28-31; and Luke 10:25-28. Jesus    
is  telling us the best way to change the world and make his brand    
of religion more appealing is to adopt a faith that is far less          
rigid. Jesus knows that if we change our hearts, we will change  the 
world. 
 
Keep the faith, 
Greg         



 
 Continue to remember in prayer:  

 Bettye Ammons, Barbara Eglinton, Connie 
Diehl, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada 

Burklow, Debbie Spears,  Raylan Carroll, Terri 
Baker, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie 
Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, 

Kay Starling, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan,  
Beverly Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, 
Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison, Jim Webb, 
Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, 
Rabon Pipkins, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, 

Jane West, Mary Lou  Morton,  Doris          
Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon,   

Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder,          
Simon McBride 

 Upcoming Events:  
 August 3: Men’s Outing 

August 6: Devo at Lewis County 
Nursing & Rehab @ 2:00 p.m. 

August 9: Simple Supper for our 
youth @ 6:00 p.m. 

August 27: Homecoming 
 

  Sunday Evening Worship Leaders: 
Tonight’s worship service will be led by our 

young men. 

 

4. Rejoice in the Lord always. I 
will say it again: Rejoice! 5. Let 
your gentleness be evident to  

all. The Lord is near. 6. Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving,    

present your requests to God.    
7. And the peace of God, which      
transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:4-7 

Youth-Led Worship                
this Evening 

Some of our teenage boys will be 
leading our worship this evening at 

6:00 p.m.  Hayden Bass will be 
speaking and all songs and prayers 

will be lead by 
some of our 

young men. We 
invite you back 
at 6:00 p.m. to 

encourage 
these guys as 

they work     
toward being 
equipped to 
serve God in 
the future. 

Men’s Outing 

All men are invited to 
our annual trek to      

Buffalo Wild Wings in 
Spring Hill on      

Thursday, August 3. We will depart 
at 5:00. We will repent for our     

gluttony upon our return.   
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