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Honored to Serve in January:
Announcements:
Jason Fite
Song Leader: Hayden Bass
Preside at Lord’s Table:
Jon Jones
Lord’s Table:
Main: ScottyDuncan/Daniel Graves/
Hunter Bastin/Danny Milam/Scottie
Bass/Steve Scott
Wing: Noah Cotham
Prepare Communion:
Amber Bastin
Deliver Communion:
Darrell Hinson & Jeff Peery
Sunday, January 14:
Opening Prayer: Jerry Mercer
Closing Prayer: Bill Lynch

Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m./Worship: 10:30
Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

When God Roared His Endorsement
from Heaven’s Throne
by Bruce Corley, adapted from his contribution to the new Devotions on the
Greek New Testament, Volume Two: 52 Reflections to Inspire &
Instruct (Paul N. Jackson, Editor).
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me
from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have
glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and
heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to
him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is
the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will
be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was
going to die. (John 12:27-33 NIV)
The scenes recorded in John 12 bring the curtain down on the public
ministry of Jesus. Here we see him speak his last words to the crowd and
then hide from view (v. 36). The coming of the Greeks, asking to interview
Jesus, marks the arrival of the appointed “hour” (v. 23). The “hour” is
nothing less than the appointed time for Jesus’s death, resurrection, and
exaltation—in short, his glorification. Now, dramatically, the request of the
Greeks changes the clock. The shadows of death fell over Jesus, and he was
deeply troubled (v. 27). His agonizing prayer closing with the resolve,
“Father, glorify your name,” was answered with a thundering sound from
heaven (v. 28). Some heard what they believed to be thunder; others heard
audible speech—that of an angel (v. 29). Both alike were wrong. The
thunder of heaven was the voice of God, a direct answer to Jesus’s petition:
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again” (v. 28). What was garbled for
the crowd was intended for their benefit, a witness to the significance of that
hour, that prayer, and that inquiry from the Greeks.
The sound of thunder is no surprise; thunder signifying God’s majestic
presence is commonplace in Scripture, as when Israel trembled at Sinai’s
storm of thunder and lightning (Exodus 19:16); The divine voice was heard
on two important occasions in Jesus’s ministry: the baptism and the
transfiguration. At each of these momentous events the Father’s voice,
distinct and measured, embraced the Son (Mark 1:11; 9:7). Yet there is no
thunder. In contrast, one gets the impression of power, majesty, and glory in
the thundering voice of John 12. Surely it is a portent of something vitally
important that God should roar his endorsement from heaven’s throne.
Heaven thunders the overthrow of the dark empire. The judgment of the
world and the destruction of Satan—these might all be reserved for the end
times, but the end times have already begun. The decisive step has been
taken. In the cross, the ruler of this world has been “already
judged” (16:11).
Heaven thunders the power of Jesus’s cross to draw all people. The
Greeks are harbingers of the harvest to come. The death of Jesus, like seeds
that fall into the ground, produces “much fruit” (12:24). By his cross he
draws all to himself, no matter how unexpected, calling them out of
darkness into light.

Upcoming Events:
Continue to remember in prayer:
Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Connie Diehl, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Terri
Baker, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie
Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell,
Kay Starling, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan,
Beverly Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper,
Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison, Jim Webb,
Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum,
Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary
Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner,
Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie
Fielder, Simon McBride

February 4: Friends & Family Day
February 4: Devo @ Lewis County
Nursing & Rehab @ 2:00 p.m.
February 19: Blood Drive

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for
Summit. Greg will be speaking to us
this evening.

Honored to Serve Forms
Please return the honored to serve forms
that were passed out a few weeks ago to
Kay Duncan as soon as possible. This will
allow us to update our serving schedule
for 2018.

You make known to me the path of life;

Friends and Family Day is Sunday,
you will fill me with joy in your presence,
February 4. Postcards will be
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
available on the table in the lobby
Psalm 16:11
next week to mail invitations to
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and
the exact representation of his being,
people you would like to invite to this
sustaining all things by his powerful word.
year’s event. As always, we will have After he had provided purification for sins,
a potluck fellowship following
he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven.
morning worship with no evening
Hebrews 1:3
worship. Greg’s message will be
centered on the idea of giving our
whole self to God and others.
January’s soap list is available on the table
in the lobby. This month’s topic is wisdom.

