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Influence by Understanding
The following is an excerpt from a recent CNN story. I
appreciate how the gentleman featured here goes about having an
influence on others: he gets to know people by talking to them. He
tries to understand them and how their own life experiences have
shaped who they are today. The lesson for us as Christians is that if
we will take the time to get to know people and truly understand them,
then, and only then, will we have an opportunity to influence them in a
positive way. Many of us are good at doing this with people who are
like us—similar economic level, background, race, etc. The man
featured in the article gets to know people who, on the surface, are
about as different from him as they could possibly be.
Daryl Davis tends to attract attention and vitriol whenever he's seen at
political demonstrations, but he's used to it.
According to CNN, in early December, Davis traveled to Charlottesville,
Virginia to meet with Billy Snuffer, an Imperial Wizard of the Rebel Brigade
Knights, a sect of the Ku Klux Klan. Snuffer was there with other Klansmen
attending a hearing of an associate facing a gun charge during the infamous
"Unite the Right" rally from last August, where a woman was killed by a
driver who rammed his car into a crowd of counter-protesters.
Davis wasn't exactly there to support Snuffer and his friends, but he did want
to engage them in conversation to understand them. But his attempts to do
that tend to elicit strong reactions from onlookers because Daryl Davis is
African-American.
As it turns out, Davis has been at this for a while. As a bluesman dabbling in
country and western music, Davis has traveled across the south, east and
Midwest, playing music and meeting people. Playing at a bar in 1983, he was
once complimented by a patron who compared his playing to Jerry Lee
Lewis. After explaining to the man that Lewis learned his craft from black
blues and boogie-woogie players, they eventually became friends—despite
the fact that the man revealed his membership with the KKK.
Since then, Daryl Davis has been dubbed "the Klan Whisper" as he soldiers
on in a mission to challenge the beliefs of Klansmen through friendship and
conversation. His closet is a testament to his success, featuring several Klan
robes given by men who renounced their affiliation after having befriended
him.
Racism in America is a complex problem with a myriad of systemic,
interconnected causes and consequences. Nevertheless, Davis' example
serves as a gentle reminder that the path toward progress requires a measure
of humility and a willingness to listen. Non-judgmental listening can break
down walls.
Jelani Greenidge
Mallory Simon and Sara Sidner, "What happened when a Klansman
met a black man in Charlottesville" CNN (12-16-17)

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Requests:

Upcoming Events:

Madelyn Tharp was admitted to Maury Regional
for influenza and pneumonia on Wednesday and is
now at home.

February 19: Blood Drive
1:30-5:30

Steve Scott is recovering from recent
shoulder surgery.
Continue to remember in prayer:
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons,
Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard,
Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Terri Baker,
Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay Starling,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel,
Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane
West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong,
Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride

March 4: Devo @ Lewis County
Nursing & Rehab @ 2:00 p.m.

Winterfest will be February 15-17
this year. If anyone is interested
in going, please see Steve Selby
after morning worship, we will
need your information today.

The Red Cross blood drive is
scheduled for Monday, February 19
from 1:30-5:30. Blood supplies are
critically low due to recent illnesses
across the nation.

We will have a meeting this morning following
morning worship for anyone who is interested in
going to Honduras with a mission team from six
other congregations across the country.
Attending this meeting is not considered a
commitment to be a part of the mission team–
this is an information session only.

We are needing mailing addresses of
all our college students. You may give
it to Kay Duncan or leave it on the
desk in the church office. We ask that
you have those turned in by Sunday,
February 18.

There is a sign
up sheet in the
lobby for this
year’s outing to

a Nashville
Predators game,
Tuesday, March
27. The cost is $62.50 per person.
Please make checks out to the
church, no cash please. The deadline
is Sunday, March 11.

