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All You Need is Love
When you think of what it means to be a Christian, what comes
to mind? Is it knowing the Bible? Following the teachings of Jesus?
Neither of those are wrong answers, certainly. There are times
where it can seem unclear just what being a good Christian means.
But I believe that the answer is a deceptively simple one. So then,
what exactly is being a good Christian all about? One word: love.
Yes, it’s just about the most cliché answer I could have given,
(second only to “Jesus”) and I’m sure you’ve all heard the refrain
“love God, love others” more times than you can count. I’m sure
there are times when it can seem like all this talk of love is just
beating a dead horse. But there’s good reason for it. Love - both the
love of God and the love of humans—is one of the most prominent
themes throughout the Bible. Perhaps the most famous verse in the
entire New Testament is John 3:16—“For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”
I’m sure we’ve all been to a wedding where 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
were recited. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” While this passage
has become associated with romantic love in recent years, it is true
of all kinds of love—the love that we are all called to show to
everyone around us. The chapter concludes with verse 13: “And now
these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is
love.” Paul leaves no room for ambiguity—Love is the greatest thing
there is.
And how could it not be? After all, as 1 John 4:7-12 says, “Dear
friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not
love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
And there you have it God *is* love. I’m sure this passage
sounded familiar to many of you, due to its use in a worship song
we’ve all sung countless times—“The Greatest Commands.” And
what command could be any greater? “Love one another, for Love is
of God.” If we do that, everything else will follow. If we truly love
everyone around us - love them with the love of the Lord - we’ll never
be tempted to lie to them, or steal from them, or lash out at them
in anger. I know that’s easier said than done, but it’s the ideal we
should all be working to reach—or at the very least, get closer to every day. That, I believe, is what it truly means to be a Christian.
I guess it’s true: love really is all you need.

Barrett Smith

Prayer Requests:

Upcoming Events:

Matthew Jones was admitted to Vanderbilt
Children's Hospital on Tuesday evening and is
being treated for RSV.
Judy Burton's surgery to install a defibrillator
was postponed until this Wednesday, March 14.

Today: Senior pictures and info
sheets due
March 27: Baby Shower for Kenzie McClain

Continue to remember in prayer:

April 1: Easter

Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow,
Raylan Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie
Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay Starling,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone, Iva
DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison,
Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum,
Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou Morton,
Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn
Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride

March 27: Predators Game

There is a sign up sheet in the lobby for
this year’s outing to a Nashville Predators game, Tuesday, March 27. The cost
is $62.50 per person. Please make checks
out to the church, no cash please.
Today is the last day to sign up.

Join us at 6:00 as we sing praises to God
at the Summit. Tonight will be a mixture
of classic hymns and songs of praise.

Impact
Impact is a camp for students
held on the campus of
Lipscomb University. If you are
interested in attending this year,
please see Greg.
Impact Jr.—for those that have completed grades 6-8 is
June 15-18. The cost is $85.00.

Congratulations to Jon & Michelle Jones on
the birth of their son, Caleb Christopher,
born March 5, 2018. He weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz.
and was 20 inches long. He was welcomed
home by big sister Riley and big brother
Matthew. Proud grandparents are
Rick and Ann Jones.

Impact Sr.—for those that have completed grades 9-12 is
June 18-23. The cost is $115.00.

Join us for a baby

Food Pantry

Kenzie and Baby

This week’s items are: 2 cans corn, 2 cans green
beans, 2 cans other canned vegetable, 2 cans Ravioli

Liam McClain on

High School Seniors
Pictures and information sheet are due today.
Please turn these in to Kaye Cottrell.

shower honoring

Tuesday, March 27th
at 6pm-8pm in the
Hohenwald Church of Christ lobby.
Registered at Target and Walmart

