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Solidarity for Life
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In 1943, 230 women were arrested as members of the French
Resistance and sent to Birkenau. Only 49 survived, but this in itself
is remarkable. These women were as diverse a group as could be
imagined—Jews and Christians, aristocrats and working class, young and
old. Yet they were united by their commitment to the French Resistance
and to one another. In her book A Train in W inter, Caroline Moorhead
reconstructs the story of these women through the journals and memoirs
of survivors. The solidarity of these women sustained them through
unspeakable horror and torture.
In contrast, many Holocaust survivors hoarded whatever meager
resources they could save for themselves. And how could they be
blamed? Survival became the only goal—no matter what the cost, even to
others. Yet, in most of the cases with these French women in Birkenau,
their solidarity toward each other trumped the selfishness that engulfed so
many others. As Moorhead writes, "Knowing that the fate of each
depended on the others … egotism seemed to vanish and that, stripped
back to the bare edge of survival, each rose to behavior few would have
believed themselves capable of." Moorhead recounts that when unrelieved
thirst threatened to engulf one of their members in utter madness, the
women pooled together their own meager rations to get her a whole
bucket of water.
This kind of love is very rare. Putting one's own needs first is as
natural as breathing, and just as unconscious. Yet the women of the
French Resistance provide a contemporary model of what Christ has done
for us. But there are two big differences: first Jesus willingly chose to
stand in solidarity with us in our suffering. Second, he stood in solidarity
with his enemies. He walked among humans, including the very least of
these, and chose to share the horror of human death. Even after the victory
of his resurrection from death, this One still bore in his body the wounds
of his earthly suffering. For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son. This is solidarity for life.
Adapted from Margaret Manning, "Solidarity," A Slice of Infinity/RZIM
(3-7-17)
Caroline Weber, "Sisters Unto Death," New Y ork Times Book Review
(11-13-11)
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Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort
from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts
tender and compassionate? 2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working
together with one mind and purpose. 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to
impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an
interest in others, too.
Philippians 2:1-4 (NLT)

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Requests:
John Ellis recently fell and broke some ribs.
He is recovering at home.
Continue to remember in prayer:
Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin, Judy Burton,
Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara Eglinton, Dawn
Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll,
Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay Starling, Matthew
Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone, Iva DePriest,
Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison, Jim
Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum,
Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara
Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon
McBride, Patrick Landers

Father’s Day Breakfast
The annual men’s breakfast and devotional will
be held Sunday, June 17, at 9:30 a.m. in the FLC.
Stacy Smith will teach a class for ladies
in the auditorium.

Upcoming Events:
June 3: Devo @ Lewis County
Nursing & Rehab at 2:00
June 17: Father’s Day
June 19: Blood Drive 1:30-5:30
Children’s worship
begins today for ages
3—current 2nd

graders in room 115.
There will be stories,
songs, and crafts. It
will begin after the
Lord’s Supper and will last for the
remainder of the service. Children
must be picked up by a parent.

Teachers Needed
Do you want to bless the life of a child?
We need teachers for the following grades
(curriculum is provided) for the months of
June and July:

Summer Sunday Mornings
Throughout the summer, Greg will be basing
his messages each Sunday morning on
characters and stories from Holy Scripture. You
can send requests to smithgks@gmail.com or
text him at 931-306-7089. Several have been
submitted, but Greg needs more to get us to
Labor Day weekend.

Join us tonight at 6:00 for Summit. Daniel
Graves will lead our devotional this evening.
Daniel’s topic for this evening is forgiveness: as
it relates to his own recent experience.

Kindergarten—2nd grade
3rd—4th grade
Please see Steve Selby

If you have to be
away this summer…
As in the past few years,
Greg has devotionals
available for family
worship on vacation or
for travel sports when you cannot worship
with us here at the HCoC. Improved
communion bread and juice cups are also
available to observe the Lord’s Supper while
away with your family. If you would like to
worship with a local congregation while
away, Greg can assist with that as well.

