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Two Words We Should Not Embrace
There are two words that I hear repeatedly as to why brothers and
sisters in Christ are hesitant to do something: comfort zone. I have
come to categorize this short phrase as vulgar language. That might
seem like a bit of an overreach, but let’s think about it for a moment.
There is really nothing about following Jesus that is supposed to be
comfortable.
I know what some of you are thinking right about now: following
Jesus is supposed to bring peace to our lives—“a peace that surpasses
understanding” according to Paul. And yes, following Jesus can provide
us with an unexplainable peace when things get rough. But Christians in
our American culture have so easily bought into the lie that discomfort
should be avoided at all cost because it is, wait for it, uncomfortable.
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And whoever does not carry their cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:27

Jesus calls us to take up our cross and follow him. The cross was a
device used by the Romans to inflict pain and suffering. It was reserved
for the worst criminals. The cross to us represents love, in that Jesus
became an atoning sacrifice for our sins as a result of the cross. But in
the context of the verse above, the cross symbolizes that which is a
burden or is uncomfortable.
Jesus is telling us that at some point we are going to have to forget
what our society tells us about avoiding uncomfortable situations so that
we can do our part as a follower to advance God’s kingdom. I am
reminded of the scene from The Chronicles of Narnia in which two
characters are discussing Aslan, the lion who represents Jesus:
“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said
Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I
shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"..."Safe?"
said Mr. Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe?
'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell
you.”
― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
The king in whose name we have been baptized isn’t safe—but he
is good I tell you. Following Jesus means to go against what society
would always have us believe. What cross are you being called to take
up? What will you be asked to do in the coming months—teach a class,
lead a public prayer, serve the least of these in our community, or speak
on a Sunday evening? Prepare to get out of your…I can’t say it. Just
know that it is a lie and prepare to take up your cross.

Keep the faith,
Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m./Worship:
10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.
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Upcoming Events:
Continue to remember in prayer:

August 23: Feed the Football Team

Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin,
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan
Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay Starling, Matthew
Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve
Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell
Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin
Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong,
Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride, Patrick Landers

August 26: Homecoming

Sunday School Celebration
Today we will be celebrating the beginning of our new
fall classes with an announcement immediately
following morning worship service. There will also
be a surprise visitor for the children to help “Boost”
our Bible School.

Postcards for our
Homecoming are available
on the table in the lobby
so that you can invite
people to this event.

September 2: Devo at Lewis County
Nursing & Rehab @ 2:00

Feeding the
Panthers
Our congregation has
once again been asked to
provide a meal for
members of the Lewis
County High School football team. We
will be providing spaghetti for the
players this Thursday at 4:00 in our
Family Life Center. Some members
have already volunteered to provide
salad, dressing, and bread. We need
about 6 crock pots of spaghetti (last
year we discovered that 12 or 13 was
way too many). We also need people to
provide dessert. If you can help, please
contact Greg Smith or Kay Duncan.

Wednesday Night Classes
12 months—4 years: Alina Scott/Jill Selby
Room 107

Our annual Homecoming celebration is next
Sunday, August 26. Kevin King will once
again furnish smoked pork, and fried
chicken will also be provided. We need our
members to bring side dishes, desserts, ice,
and tea. Please make plans to attend and
invite friends, family and neighbors. Jerry
Durham will deliver our message that day.

5 years—3rd grade: Jon & Michelle Jones
(upstairs)
4th—8th grade: Darrell Hinson/Lindsey
Wayland (upstairs)
9th—College: Steve Selby (at the Selby’s home)

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake
mix, peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello

Join us tonight at 6:00 for Summit.
Rick Jones will be leading our
devotional thoughts this evening.

