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Unusual Kindness
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In Chapter 27 of Acts, Paul is on his way to Rome to stand trial. While
sailing through the Mediterranean the ship he is on encounters a relentless
storm with hurricane force winds and in verse 20, Luke (the author of Acts)
writes something I find sobering and insightful as to what is going through
the minds of most of the 276 souls aboard that ship:
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When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days
and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up
all hope of being saved.
Acts 27:20
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Paul would later reassure them (Acts 27:22-26) that they have nothing
to fear and that only the ship would be lost because he had been visited by
an angel of the Lord. When they ran the ship aground it was on a sandbar
and they still had to get to shore. Some swam, and those that did not know
how to swim held on to a piece of the ship’s wreckage and floated to the
beach on the island of Malta. The following are excerpts from Acts 28:
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The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built
a fire and welcomed us all because it was
raining and cold.
Acts 28:2
7

There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius,
the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his
home and showed us generous hospitality for three
days. 8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever
and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after
prayer, placed his hands on him and healed
him. 9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick
on the island came and were cured. 10 They honored
us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they
furnished us with the supplies we needed.
Acts 28:7-10
What a remarkable blessing the local people would have missed out on
had they not shown unusual kindness and genuine hospitality for those that
were shipwrecked. Many of the islanders were healed in the process. This
is certainly not to say that we should show unusual kindness to others so
that we can receive a direct benefit. The only blessing we should plan to
receive is that which comes anytime we give of ourselves to others.
35

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of
hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.’
Acts 20:35

Keep the faith,
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10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
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Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Billy Griner came home from the hospital Monday
after having stomach issues and then had an
unrelated procedure on Thursday at
St. Thomas West.

September 16: Church Picnic
September 24: Blood Drive 1:30-5:30

Jason Fite will have a consultation with a surgeon
this week to discuss surgery on his sinus cavity.

Continue to remember in prayer:
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper
Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons,
Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada
Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell,
Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay
Starling, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly
Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham,
Glen Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye
Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane
West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy
Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie
Fielder, Simon McBride, Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro

Join us tonight for Summit at 6:00
p.m. Greg will be leading our
devotional this evening.
The GYIDE Bar B Q will be
September 29th.
Donations may be sent to:
GYIDE Inc.
828 Smith Ave.
Hohenwald, TN 38462

Sunday Morning Classes
Our annual church picnic will be next Sunday,
September 16, beginning at 3:00 p.m. in Memorial
Park. We will eat after a period of fellowship and
will sing and have a devotional shortly after 6:00
p.m. Make plans to join us for this event.

Text Message
Announcements
If you are not part of our
Facebook group and would like to
receive announcements in the form of a text
message on your phone, please sign the list on the
table in the lobby with your name and cell phone
number. This is the last week to sign up.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Corn meal, sugar, flour,
brownie/cookie mix

0-12 months-Nursery: Jackie
Hinson and Margaret Templeton
Toddlers 12-24 monthsDownstairs: Koty Couch
2-5 yr olds–Upstairs: Misty Fite &
Makenzye Fite
Kg-3rd grade-Upstairs: Kaye
Cottrell & Chloe Holbrook
4th-6th grades–Upstairs:
Jason Fite
7th-12th grades-Upstairs:
Steve Selby
Adult class in Room 202 is using
the book One Life to look at what
it means to follow Jesus.

