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What Kind of Tree are You?
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Jesus was once known to curse a fig tree (Mark 11 and
Matthew 21) because he saw that tree up ahead by the road and
found that it had leaves but no fruit. Mark’s gospel specifies that it
was not the season for figs, so it may seem surprising that Jesus
would expect fruit. Fig tress produce edible knops prior to their
ripening into figs. The knops appear before the leaves each season
so it stands to reason that if there are leaves on the tree, there must
at least be some knops—but Jesus found nothing except leaves.
Jesus teaches his followers that a tree is judged by its fruit.
Jesus found a fig tree with leaves but no fruit of any kind. In other
words, the tree was fake. It had leaves which signaled the presence
of fruit, but no fruit was available. Jesus responded by cursing the
tree and causing it to wither.
Jesus wants us to be people who can be found bearing fruit. If
people know that we are God’s followers but when they seek our
help only find that we are self-absorbed people who choose not to
give any form of assistance, then we are like that fig tree that
signaled a presence of fruit but was found with nothing good to yield.
The same could be said for people that want to get to know us
better because on the surface they think a friendship with us might
be something worthwhile because they know we are Christians.
Then when they spend time with us, our character reveals we
behave no better than their non-religious friends or family members.
Once again, we were found to signal a presence of fruit on the
outside but ultimately are found to be fake, with nothing good to give
others who are seeking the kind of spiritual nourishment that only a
true follower of Jesus can help them find.
43

“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good
fruit.44 Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do
not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45 A
good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his
heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil
stored up in his heart.
For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”
Luke 6:43-45

My aim is not to step on toes or make anyone feel guilty. I am
called as a minister to teach everything that Jesus taught.
Sometimes that means saying that those without sin are free to cast
stones and sometimes that means reminding us (myself included)
that we need to be responsible for our actions. People will see our
leaves from a distance and will draw closer to see what we can offer
them in their time of need or their time of spiritual hunger. Let’s not
disappoint those people when they need us.

Bear good fruit,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Judy Burton was transported to Nashville
on Wednesday with heart issues but was
released and is undergoing further tests.

Today: Devo at Lewis County Nursing &
Rehab @ 2:00

Continue to remember in prayer:
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll,
Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye
Ammons, Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Bobby
Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Susan Campbell, Kay Starling,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel,
Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane
West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong,
Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride, Patrick
Landers, Alan Kimbro
SOAP LIST
The SOAP list for September is on the table in the
lobby. The focus of this month’s daily scripture
reading is faith.

Text Message
Announcements

September 16: Church Picnic

Our annual church picnic will be
Sunday, September 16, beginning at
3:00 p.m. in Memorial Park. We will
eat after a period of fellowship and
will sing and have a devotional
shortly after 6:00 p.m. Make plans to
join us for this event.

Sunday Morning Classes

This week’s items are:

0-12 months-Nursery: Jackie
Hinson and Margaret Templeton
Toddlers 12-24 monthsDownstairs: Koty Couch
2-5 yr olds–Upstairs: Misty Fite &
Makenzye Fite
Kg-3rd grade-Upstairs: Kaye
Cottrell & Chloe Holbrook
4th-6th grades–Upstairs:
Jason Fite
7th-12th grades-Upstairs:
Steve Selby

Spaghetti noodles, spaghetti sauce,
Hamburger Helper, macaroni & cheese

There will be no evening
service tonight.

If you are not part
of our Facebook group
and would like to
receive announcements in the form
of a text message on your phone,
please sign the list on the table in
the lobby with your name and cell
phone number.
Pantry

