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Actions Have Consequences
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When preaching and teaching, I have confessed, at times, some
of my previous shortcomings. Okay, let me state that more clearly: I
have confessed some of my sins. I have always maintained that as
the minister of the Hohenwald Church of Christ that ultimately makes
me the chief sinner. There are some actions for which I would hope
to be forgiven in your eyes and would expect to maintain my position
as your minister. There are some actions, however, that are so
egregious—that while I would expect your forgiveness—I would not
expect to continue as your preacher.
As God’s children, we have to accept a harsh reality: our actions
matter and consequences are the price we often pay for our
mistakes. I say “often” because let’s face it, how many times have
we messed up or done something wrong and we didn’t have to suffer
consequences? Sometimes we don’t get caught and sometimes, like
our Heavenly Father, other people extend mercy. But when our sins
hit the light of day or are committed in front of witnesses, there is
usually a price to be paid.
This past Wednesday evening we started a new series of classes
based on the book, Still Wrestling, by Les Ferguson, Jr. Each week
we will look at a biblical character and discuss how their story might
relate to ours. This past week we looked at David and Bathsheba
and the aftermath of David’s actions. In 2 Samuel 12:13-23 we see
David’s confession of his sins and Nathan’s explanation of the
consequences. While David undertakes a period of fasting to
persuade God to allow the child to live, in the end, David accepts the
consequences and understands that it is his own actions that
brought about the child’s death.
In recent days social media has erupted and the nation has been
fractured over the confirmation hearings of Judge Brett Kavanaugh. I
have seen Christians bring up forgiveness and how they would hate
for the sins of their youth to be brought up. I can understand that.
While my actions have never mirrored those for which Judge
Kavanaugh has been accused, I pray that the sins of my youth will
be remembered not.
But here is what we have to realize: forgiveness and
consequences are not exclusive of one another. A parent
can forgive a child but still punish them. An employer can forgive an
employee for an action but still suspend them for 30 days without
pay. In other words, just using the judge’s hearings as an example,
sometimes the things we have done in our past can prevent us from
attaining what we may want in our future.
As your minister, what I say and how I act can either help or hurt
my Christian witness in our community—and so can yours. Actions
matter. And while they may be forgiven, there may still be
consequences that we, or those we love, will have to face.

Keep the faith,
Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m./Worship:
10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Greg

Prayer Requests:

Upcoming Events:

Jimmy Griner will have gall bladder surgery
early this week.

Today: Lewis County Nursing & Rehab
at 2:00

Charles Dye has been in Maury Regional for the past
several days and was expected to be transferred
yesterday to Lewis County Health and Rehab for a
period of rehabilitation. He was diagnosed with a
form of neuropathy.

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason Fite,
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper
Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons,
Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada
Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell,
Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin
Duncan, Beverly Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper,
Debbie Durham, Glen Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts,
Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears,
Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy
Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie
Fielder, Simon McBride, Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro,
Ada Shelborne

The Wednesday night high school class is
now meeting in the FLC.
Thank you to those that attended the GYIDE BBQ.
107 were served and it raised $2,347 for the
GYIDE scholarship, which is awarded to Lewis
County students interested in attending a
Christian University.
Trunk or Treat will be
Sunday, October 28 at
5:00 p.m. in the back
parking lot. We will then
meet in the Family Life Center for a chili & finger
food fellowship at 6:00. There is a sign up sheet on

October 18: Feed the Panthers
October 27: Children’s Fall Festival
October 28: Trunk or Treat

If you are even remotely interested in
going on our annual mission trip to Honduras
next summer, Greg is planning an
information session for Sunday, October 21,
immediately following morning worship.
Information on dates and cost will be

available at this meeting.

Feeding
the
Panthers
We will be feeding the football team once
again on Thursday, October 18 at 4:00 in
the FLC. Greg will be grilling hamburgers.
It would be appreciated if any of our
members could provide buns, side dishes,
condiments and desserts. A sign up sheet
is on the table in the lobby.

the table in the lobby for those that can bring

chili, finger foods and desserts.

Join us for Summit at 6:00.
Greg will lead us in devotional
thoughts this evening.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Corn meal, sugar, flour, and
brownie/cookie mix

There will be a Fall Festival for ages 4th
grade and under on October 27, from
10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon. There will be games,
crafts, and refreshments. If you would be
willing to help with this event, please
see Kaye Cottrell.

