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What is Your Addiction?
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Four weeks ago I walked into the back of the Life Center at
the Blondy Church of God. I arrived late because I had just
given the evening devotional at Summit, here in our side
auditorium. It’s never a good feeling to arrive late to an event,
especially when the program has already started. I had a
simple plan: park the vehicle, walk in the back and hopefully
find a seat. I had hoped to carry out this strategy as
inconspicuously as possible.
But no, as I entered the gymnasium where a few hundred
Christians were gathered for an evening of unified worship,
other members of the Faith Based Recovery Coalition were
lined up and at one point at least three fellow ministers were
motioning for me to join them at the front. Handed a
microphone without preparation or warning, I began to tell the
audience how great it was that we were gathered as one in
Christ and could set aside worship preferences and doctrinal
differences in order to fight a common cause—addiction in our
community.
One comment I made that evening is that I had come to
discover that we were all addicted to something whether we
consider ourselves addicts or not. While our recently formed
coalition exists to help people with substance abuse, most
everyone I know (if authentic in their response) is addicted to
some sort of behavior that does not bear good fruit.
Some are addicted to food as a means of escape or
coping. Other people might be addicted to their body image
and they spend way too much time and energy perfecting their
physical appearance. We have all known people that are
addicted to gossip and have to know the latest information, or
even worse, speculation about others in our community.
I am probably going to do a series of messages next year
regarding the various types of behavior that can be damaging
to a Christian life. In Galatians 5, Paul is discussing life by the
Spirit. He provides two different lists of behavior, a list of sinful
behaviors in Galatians 5:19-21 and a list of fruit-bearing
behaviors in Galatians 5:22-23. I recommend we all read
Galatians 5:13-26 this week. So here is a simple question:
What is your addiction? Answering that question honestly will
allow you to clean up that behavior that most often separates
us from God. Incidentally, it is this same behavior that most
frequently damages our Christian witness to others.
Keep the faith,

Greg

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason Fite,
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin,
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan
Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly
Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise
Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon,
Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride,
Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne

On Sunday, November 4, high school seniors &
parents meet down front after morning worship.

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back
one hour this Saturday night!

Upcoming Events:
Today: Trunk or Treat
November 3: Block Party
November 4: Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 10: House of Hope
November 12: Veteran’s Day Luncheon

House of Hope
Our House of Hope
warm clothing giveaway
will be Saturday,
November 10 from
9:00-12:00. We are needing all sizes kids coats,
gloves, and hats/toboggans. We have plenty of
adult coats. If you would like to help with this
ministry, helpers are requested to be in the FLC
at 8:45. There is a sign up sheet on the table in
the lobby for those who can bring
breakfast items.

Trunk or Treat
will be today at
5:00 p.m. in the
back parking
lot. We will then
meet in the
Family Life Center for a chili & finger food
fellowship at 6:00. There is a sign up sheet
on the table in the lobby for those that can
bring chili, finger foods and desserts.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Spaghetti noodles, Hamburger Helper,
spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese

We will have a Block Party & Chili
Cook-off this Saturday, November
3rd from 4:00-6:00 p.m. We are
doing this in cooperation with the
First Baptist Church and
Hohenwald United Methodist
Church. This event will be
advertised to the public and
proceeds will go to the Lewis
County School System.
For those that
are preparing
chili or would
like to help
provide chips,
crackers, cheese
and/or individually wrapped desserts
for the Block Party, please bring to
the back parking lot by 3:30 this
Saturday.

