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Withholding Judgment
It is not a mystery why a student would want to attend Pepperdine
University. Pepperdine’s current campus has been located in Malibu,
California since the early 1970’s. When standing on the campus, I look
down and I see the majesty of our creator in the beautiful, blue Pacific
Ocean. When I turn around and look up I see the majesty of our creator
in the Santa Monica Mountains. It is a place where the mountains meet
the beach and on the hills between the mountains and the shore, they
found enough space to put a college campus.
Pepperdine University is a Church of Christ school. Most of the
student body does not have a Church of Christ background. It is for that
reason the leadership of the university considers this campus a mission
field—a mission field that yields about 75 baptisms each school year.
Just over the crest of the mountains lies the community of Thousand
Oaks. It is a nice town, one in which I would probably enjoy living. In the
town of Thousand Oaks is the Borderline Bar and Grill, a place that
typically requires patrons to be 21 years or older to enter. But on
Wednesday nights the Borderline is known to host College Country
Night. On this night, patrons who are 18 and older can enter and get
their hand stamped. Students from Pepperdine are in abundance on
these nights. The purpose of the stamp is to let the servers know they
are not to be served alcoholic beverages.
Why would students, Christians or otherwise, attend such an event?
To have fun. To blow off steam. Because some people (my mother
included) enjoying trying to line dance to country tunes. It is an
opportunity to be with friends and make new friends. It’s an opportunity
to take a break from the rigor of a challenging academic institution.
This past Wednesday evening, College Country Night was
interrupted by the sound of gunfire. A man entered the establishment
and killed 12 innocent people, including an 18 year-old freshman
English major. Her parents knew where their daughter was, they saw
the location ping from her iPhone. Unfortunately, they could not reach
their daughter hours later and her iPhone showed she was still in the
same location.
News of the tragedy was all over social media early Thursday
morning, including the university’s Facebook page. The vast majority of
the comments offered prayers, well wishes, and condolences. But some
comments, including that of a Church of Christ preacher, stated, “Why
would so-called Christians be in a bar?” And there it is, church family:
the reason many don’t want anything to do with church and religion.
Because Christians are often among the first to rush to judgment and
begin casting stones.
They weren’t doing anything wrong. They were just in the wrong
place at the wrong time. Our Savior associated with sinners and tax
collectors. If the Borderline had been located in first-century Palestine,
Jesus might have gotten his hand stamped and made some new
friends. Oh, there would have been people rushing to judgment—they
were known as Pharisees. Don’t be a Pharisee. Withhold judgment.

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:
John Ellis was to have undergone gall bladder
surgery at Maury Regional and then return to the
rehab wing of The Reserve.

Upcoming Events:
November 12: Veteran’s Day
Luncheon

Bull Clayton had a stent placed in his heart on
Friday.

November 18: Sack the Pulpit

Continue to remember in prayer:

November 20: Blood Drive

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason Fite,
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin,
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan
Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly
Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise
Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon,
Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride,
Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne

November 22: Thanksgiving

Sack the Pulpit

Today is Veteran’s Day.
We honor those, past & present,
who have served our nation and
helped to ensure our freedom.

We are giving out bags today along
with a list of what is to be
The Veteran’s Day Luncheon
purchased in order to provide a
will be tomorrow, November
12. Buns, chips, slaw, baked
Thanksgiving meal for families in
our community. The bags are to be beans, BBQ sauce & ice will be
returned by next Sunday morning, provided. If anyone would like
to help with desserts and
November 18 and placed on the
drinks, please see Kay Duncan.
stage. We will gather that
afternoon at 3:00 to distribute
We need help with setting up tables
bags to families we have a
& chairs in the FLC after worship
relationship with through our
service this morning for the
House of Hope.
Veteran’s Day luncheon tomorrow.
Pantry

Summit

This week’s items are:

We will gather
together for worship
& prayer tonight
at 6:00.

Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake mix,
peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello

