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The Hope of God’s People
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I appreciate Scotty Duncan filling in for me this morning. He
will be speaking on hope. Leading up to Christmas, we will be
discussing hope, joy, peace, and love. Hope is a word you will
hear often if you hang around Christians long enough. You will
certainly hear it when you listen to my sermons or classes I
teach. At the conclusion of one of the best known chapters of
the New Testament, 1 Corinthians 13, Paul writes:
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13
Paul is not writing of something that may or may not come to
pass. When Paul uses the term hope in biblical terms, it means
“a strong and confident expectation of future reward.”
Look, for example, at the second verse of the letter to Titus:
…in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time,
Titus 1:2
Faith means to “believe in what we cannot see” and so coupled
with hope as “having a strong and confident expectation of
future reward” it creates an unshakable foundation which
allows us to be agents of what Paul calls the greatest of these
three: love.
Hear this church: It is okay to be confident of our right
standing with the Almighty. It is okay to be confident of our
future reward. Humility is knowing that we do not deserve
salvation even though we are confident of our salvation. For us
to be baptized believers who love God and love others and yet
not be certain that we will spend eternity with God is to
miss out on an assurance that our Heavenly Father wants us to
embrace.
Confident children of God are productive on behalf of God’s
kingdom because they are certain of their righteousness (right
standing). Be confident in your hope!
Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Hayden Bass had surgery on Wednesday at
Williamson Medical Center to reconstruct his
left foot and is now recovering at home. His
recovery could take up to four months.

Today: Devo @ Lewis County Nursing &
Rehab @ 2:00

Continue to remember in prayer:

December 9: Christmas Dinner

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason Fite,
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin,
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan
Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly
Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise
Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon,
Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride,
Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne

We will be having our
Christmas dinner next
Sunday, December 9.
The meat will be

provided so bring a side
dish or dessert and join us at 6:00 p.m.
As in the past, we will be
giving away hot chocolate
during our community’s
annual Christmas Parade
this Thursday, December
6. The parade begins at
7:00 p.m. We need a
couple of volunteers who can help make our
delicious beverage beginning at 5:30 and a few
who can hand it out from our lobby entrance
shortly thereafter. Please see Greg if
you can help out.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Corn meal, sugar, flour,
brownie/cookie mix

December 6: Christmas Parade
December 20: Ladies’ Ornament
Exchange
December 20: Men’s Night
Join us for Summit
tonight at 6:00. Lee Riley
will be leading our
devotional this evening.
There are a few Nursing Home
names left in the bucket on the
table in the lobby. If you would like
to buy a gift for someone, please
sign your name on the list by the
number written on the information sheet. There
is a card included if you would like to sign your
name or write a Christmas wish. We need these
brought to the church by December 9th.
This would surely bring a smile to someone!

The Children’s Sunday school program is
happy to announce the addition of a new
class to the rotation for the beginning of
the Winter Quarter which begins today,
Sunday, December 2nd. The God is Able
to use ME (GAME) room for 1st thru 4th
grade will meet in room 207. Students
will practice their Bible skills through
interactive games on the computer, as
well as other “hands on” activities
provided weekly by the teachers to
engage student learning. There are more
than 260 “hands on” games for the
teacher to choose from! Come and join us
for Sunday School Class!

