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An Important Reminder for God’s Children
Whether you watched the memorial service of President George
H.W. Bush, or just saw highlights of the many eulogies given in his
honor, you undoubtedly heard numerous positive accolades offered in
memory of our nation’s 41st President. Some comments brought
admiration for a Navy aviator, statesman, leader, husband, father, and
grandfather. Other remarks brought laughter for a man that did not
take himself too seriously—taught by his mother not to be a braggart.
And yet other observations of President Bush’s character stirred
emotions as we heard of his deep love and affection for his family,
namely, his wife Barbara.
As a minister, I appreciated that President Bush worshipped with
his church family in Houston on a regular basis. This was obvious
from some of the stories told by the officiating clergy at the funeral in
Houston. The President had been a member there for about 50 years.
I respect how he was described by multiple speakers as someone
whose life was devoted to serving others—an ideal that would be
desirable for all in positions of leadership and power.
Our former President was described as someone who was
humble despite his prep school and Ivy League education and his
extensive resume’. Bush was someone who was reportedly civil and
kind to others—his priest in Houston stated that it was a discipline he
had practiced from early in life until he became “good at it.”
I write all this to my beloved congregation because we can learn
from this man’s life. How we behave matters and how we treat other
people matters as well. How we act and the way in which we interact
with others truly is the measure of what is in our heart and also how
our love for God is evaluated. Yes, once again it comes back to what
Jesus said were the greatest commandments: love God and love
others.
35

One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question:36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?”

37

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the
first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:35-40
17

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Rick Jones had outpatient surgery this past week
on his foot and is experiencing pain in the
aftermath of this procedure.

Today: Christmas Dinner @ 5:00 p.m.

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason Fite,
Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper Bastin,
Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons, Barbara
Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan
Carroll, Bobby Galya, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana
Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly
Malone, Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise
Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara Nixon,
Carolyn Armstrong, Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride,
Patrick Landers, Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne

We will be having our Christmas dinner this evening.
The meat will be provided so bring a side dish or
dessert and join us at 5:00 p.m. After we eat we will
sing a few songs and wait for a visit from Santa!
Dessert & Ornament
Exchange
All ladies in the congregation
are invited to join us in the
lobby on Thursday, December
20 at 6:00 p.m. Bring an
ornament to exchange and a
dessert to share. If you have
any questions, please
see Stacy.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake mix,
peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello

December 20: Ladies’ Ornament
Exchange
December 20: Men’s Night

If you took a
name from the
Nursing Home
basket, please
have your gifts
under the Christmas tree today.
They will be picked up tomorrow.

On Thursday, December 20, all men and
would-be men will have an outing to Topgolf in
Nashville. We will depart from the rear parking
lot at 5:00 PM. Food prices are similar to past
outings but extra money will be necessary if you
want to play any of the golf games. Any questions
see Greg or Scotty Duncan.

If you are interested in going
to Honduras June 23 (possible
departure on the 24th) -- July
3rd, 2019, please plan to
attend a short meeting next
Sunday, December 16th,
immediately following
morning worship.

