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Looking Back and Looking Forward
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As we arrive at the end of another calendar year, we gather
today for the last Sunday morning of 2018. If you haven’t
already, you will likely reflect on what kind of year 2018 has
been. I think about the year from a personal standpoint—what
kind of year it was for Stacy, Barrett, and me, but also what
kind of year it was for the Hohenwald Church of Christ. In the
coming weeks, our elders will be making a presentation to our
church family. They too will be looking back on the past year
and looking forward to some of their plans for 2019.
One way I encourage you to evaluate the past year is to
look closely at your relationships and consider how you treated
others. If you have a spouse or are dating someone, have you
treated them in such a way that they are grateful to have you in
their life? Has your overall behavior in the past year inspired
them to be a better person? Have you been an encouraging
presence? These same questions could be asked regarding
your coworkers, your neighbors, and your friends.
If your evaluation is like mine, there are areas where you
can say, “Yes” and areas where improvement is needed. This
brings us back to the importance of considering relationships
and how we treat others. If we are someone who is considerate
of those around us and lends a helping hand and an
encouraging word, then they will see Jesus living through us.
On the other hand, if we are someone who others only hear
from when we need their help or treat them as the world treats
them, then they will probably feel taken for granted and used.
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Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love
one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not
repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary,
repay evil with blessing, because to this you were
called so that you may inherit a blessing.
1 Peter 3:8-9

The good thing about a new year is it lends itself to a fresh
beginning. It is a time to be more committed to God, his
church, and those around us who were also created in his
image.
Keep the faith,

Greg
Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m./Worship:
10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Dempsey Goodman had surgery Friday to
resolve an abdominal issue. He is recovering
at home.

Today: Wedding Shower for
Rachel Gosser

Continue to remember in prayer:

January 6: Devo @ Lewis Co. Nursing &
Rehab @ 2:00

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Sarah Hallman, Jason
Fite, Amy Sue Cotton, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll,
Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye
Ammons, Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie
Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Iva DePriest, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel,
Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane
West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy
Griner, Barbara Nixon, Carolyn Armstrong,
Stephanie Fielder, Simon McBride, Patrick Landers,
Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne
Everyone is invited to
a wedding shower for
Rachel Gosser and
Jimmy Pounders
today from 1:00-3:00 in
the lobby. This is a
shower for all our church family. Rachel &
Jimmy would like to talk to the church family
about God’s faithfulness in their relationship.
They are registered at Target and Bed, Bath &
Beyond but would also appreciate gift cards.

Join us tonight for Summit
at 6:00 as we meet God on
the mountain to further
equip ourselves for the
week ahead.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake
mix/peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello

His divine power has given us everything we
need for a godly life through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his
very great and precious promises, so that
through them you may participate in the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption in the
world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very
reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;
7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to
mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep
you from being ineffective and unproductive in
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But
whoever does not have them is nearsighted and
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed
from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers
and sisters, make every effort to confirm your
calling and election. For if you do these things,
you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a
rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 1:3-11

