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When we become involved in something, it often comes with an
addition to our vocabulary. If you learn to play football, for example,
you would become familiar with terms like man coverage, press
coverage, and cover two. When my wife began knitting several years
ago, I heard terms like casting off and felting for the first time. The
same could be said for any endeavor whether it be construction work,
horse training, or volleyball.
Church is no different. Several years ago I began using the phrase
“church words” to indicate terms that we would rarely hear outside of
church. Words like righteousness and atonement come quickly to my
mind when thinking of words that are not part of our typical lexicon
outside of the church setting. Most every church word is one that a
preacher can speak on without hesitation or dread, but not all church
words fall in this category.
I don’t think I could fill a hand with the number of times I have
preached on giving. Giving, as a word, is not as much of a church
word as sanctification or baptism, but in its Old Testament form,
tithing, it doesn’t get more church-word status than that. When we
read the Hebrew Bible—another term for Old Testament—we see that
God required ten percent of his people’s blessings in the form of a
returned offering. This could be in the form of money at the temple or
could be the first 10% of the harvest. The fact is, we generally don’t
like to talk about giving. It makes people uncomfortable. But another
fact is this: the Bible teaches us to give financially.
Years ago, when our son was young, Stacy began giving Barrett
one dollar to put in the offering plate as it was passed. It was not that
an extra $52.00 a year was going to bless the church in an amazing
way. No, it was because Stacy wanted to instill the practice of giving
back to God to our son while he was young. Much in the same way
many parents put a baseball bat or a softball glove in a child’s hand
when they are young. Stacy wanted our son to understand that giving
to God (let’s be clear: it is all God’s anyway, so we are merely giving
back to God) is an important habit.
In March, our elders challenged each family unit at the Hohenwald
Church of Christ to give $10.00 more each week. The shepherds
acknowledged that some could not give more while some could
increase their giving by more than the requested amount. My family
has committed to increasing our giving by $25.00 per week. We also
try to give an increased contribution to make up for any Sundays that
we are gone. We do not want to get in the habit of taking God’s
blessings for granted.
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Addy Sergerson, niece of Connie Scott, will
have surgery tomorrow to remove additional
lymph nodes.
Harper Bastin got a good report from
Vanderbilt Children's Hospital: All tests results
are in and there is no sign of leukemia cells—
100% donor cells.

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Lucy Skelton, Sarah
Hallman, Jason Fite, Arelus Dye, Jenny Carroll, Harper
Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye Ammons,
Barbara Eglinton, Dawn Darden, John Beard, Lovada
Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew,
Dana Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan,
Beverly Malone, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Glen
Garrison, Jim Webb, Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise
Tatum, Janie Ellis, Waylin Spears, Jane West, Mary Lou
Morton, Doris Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Barbara
Nixon, Stephanie Fielder, Alan Kimbro, Ada Shelborne,
Kenneth Carroll, Theresa Lynch, Amanda Dyer, Amber
Runions, Leon Holbrook, Marian Yates, Angela Odom

Bethaney
Bass
&
Josh
Keltner
Invite you to their wedding
celebration
Saturday, June 1, 2019

June 1: Bethaney Bass & Josh Keltner
Wedding
June 2: Devo @ Lewis County Nursing &
Rehab at 2:00
June 3: Brown Bag Lunch at 11:30-1:00
Wednesday: Classes for all ages at 7:00 p.m.

New Sunday School
Class
On Sunday, June 2nd, the
Salt Shakers class that
meets upstairs will begin a
study of a recent Max Lucado book
Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a
Chaotic World. Please join us as we tackle
one of the roadblocks to living the life
Jesus calls us to live.
Join us at 6:00
this evening as
we meet God on
the mountain in
song, prayer,
and scripture.
Tonight we
continue our series of devotionals from the
parables of Jesus as we look at the Wise
and Foolish Builders.

At 6:00 in the evening
At the Home of Chris Trull
125 Airport Drive
Hohenwald, TN 38462
Reception to Follow
Pantry
This week’s items are:
Spaghetti noodles, Hamburger Helper,
spaghetti sauce , macaroni & cheese

Attention ladies of all ages!
The next “Brown Bag Lunch”
will be Monday, June 3 from
11:30-1:00 in the FLC.
Remember—you have to bring
your own lunch! Hope to see you then!

When It Gets Personal
Join us for our adult class
Wednesday night. You can
read Galatians 5:13 to 6:18 in
preparation for this week’s class.

