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Many of you are aware that our son, Barrett, has been
writing a column for the Lewis County Herald the past few
weeks. Barrett's writing focuses on film and television reviews,
so the Smith family has been catching some summer movies on
opening night so Barrett can submit his column before the
weekend. This past Thursday involved a trip to Columbia to view
the new version of the Disney classic, The Lion King.
As a minister, my Christian lens is always close at hand. In
this story of lions in Africa I saw the characters dealing with
issues that I have witnessed many Christians struggle with
during my time in ministry. The film shows us sibling jealousy
when one lion is jealous of his brother the king. Nothing good
ever comes from envy and jealousy.
The story also reveals how trying to run away from our
shame doesn't work. There is power in the truth. Our secrets
can haunt us when we are afraid of others knowing what we
have done. If we want to rob Satan of that power, we simply
need to let that which we are ashamed of see the light of day.
Truth is revealed in the light.
I was also reminded how we cannot make it through trials, or
any aspect of life, without the help of others. Lions are part of a
pride--a family. We were made to exist in community. Jesus
existed in community with his followers and when the apostles
are spreading the gospel in the book of Acts, we don't see them
going it alone. Even when the main character in the film, Simba,
has run away from home, he relies on two companions to help
him along until he finds his way home.
As we were leaving the theater parking lot and preparing for
the trip back to Hohenwald, Stacy called our attention to the
gorgeous sunset. The clouds were adorned in beautiful hues of
pink and purple on that midsummer evening. It was a vivid
reminder of God's presence in an otherwise ordinary aspect of
daily life.
When our relationship to God is healthy our Christian lens
tends to be free of smudges. We are then allowed to see God
everywhere.

Keep the faith,

Greg
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Sunday, July 21:
Opening Prayer: Darrell Hinson
Closing Prayer: Bill Lynch

Whatever is good and perfect is a gift
coming down to us from God our Father, who
created all the lights in the heavens. He never
changes or casts a shifting shadow.

Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

James 1:17

Upcoming Events:
Continue to remember in prayer:

July 27: House of Hope

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Lucy Skelton, Arelus
Dye, Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James,
Bettye Ammons, Glen Ammons, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie
Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Darrell Potts,
Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, John Ellis,
Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Stephanie Fielder, Ada Shelborne,
Kenneth Carroll, Theresa Lynch, Amanda Dyer,
Amber Runions, Leon Holbrook, Marian Yates,
Angela Odom, Tom Lich, Freddie Holt, Ashley
Sharp, Isabella Tomlin, Wayne Tharp

August 4: Devo @ Lewis County Nursing
& Rehab at 2:00

Back to School Prayer
Service
Monday, August 5 at 7:00
p.m. will be our annual
prayer service. It allows us
to host others from our
community as we pray for all
aspects of the upcoming
school year.
More than a year ago we partnered with RightNow
Media to allow everyone in our church family to have
access to over 20,000 videos of quality teaching for
adults, teens, and children. In the past 90 days, the
three most viewed categories that have been streamed
by our church members here at HCoC are:
1) Christian Living 2) Books of the Bible 3) Marriage
The average session length is 42 minutes when one of
our church members logs in. If you have not created an
account you can text:
Rightnow HCOCTN to 41411
to create an account. There will
also be a link to click on the
homepage of our website. You
can also use the following custom
QR code:

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Spaghetti noodles, Hamburger Helper,
Spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese

August 5: Ladies’ Brown Bag Lunch at
11:30—1:00
August 5: Back to School Prayer Service
at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: Classes for all ages at
7:00 p.m.

House of Hope
The House of Hope
back-to-school giveaway
will be Saturday, July 27.
The way you can help
right now is by making a monetary
donation so that school supplies can be
purchased. Money can be given to
Barbara Cameron or JoAnne Jackson.

When It
Gets
Personal
Join us for
our adult class Wednesday night. You
can read 1 Timothy 6:1-21 in
preparation for this week’s class.
Join us tonight
at 6:00 as we
praise the God
of Grace by
singing both
old and new songs. Greg’s
devotional will be on How His
Ways Are Not Our Ways.

