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So that the World will Believe

Shepherds

On August 5 we will open the doors of our church to welcome
Christians from throughout Lewis County. Some among us will know
what it’s like to sing in a choir. Some will know what it is like to speak
in tongues. Some that come our way have worshipped in gatherings
with a praise band and are accustomed to hearing someone shout,
“Hallelujah!” Others who come our way that evening could probably
explain the rhythm of following the liturgical calendar. For one hour
on one evening, they will set all that aside and come and worship
with us.
If someone were to ask why it is so important that we have
hosted this gathering since 2014, the best answer I can give is in two
parts: First, because in a small community much of our activity is
centered around our public schools. Because of this, I think coming
together to pray for all aspects of the school system brings God to
the center of Hohenwald and Lewis County. The second reason I
think this annual event has become so important is so we can
experience the fulfillment of what Jesus prayed for.
Prior to Jesus’ arrest in the garden, he spent considerable time
with his disciples in the upper room and closed that time with a
prayer. We find that prayer in John 17. Jesus first prays for his own
glorification now that the hour has come. Jesus then prays for his
disciples because he knows that it is through them that the message
of love and sacrifice will spread. In the final portion of his prayer,
Jesus prays for all believers:
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“I am praying not only for these disciples but
also for all who will ever believe in me through
their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one,
just as you and I are one—as you are in me,
Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so
that the world will believe you sent me.
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“I have given them the glory you gave me, so
they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and
you are in me. May they experience such perfect
unity that the world will know that you sent me
and that you love them as much as you love me.
–John 17:20-23

My favorite part of this prayer is in verse 23: “May they
experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you
sent me…” and that is why this event is so vitally important. I appeal
to you: Please make it a priority to be here that evening. Please
provide some type of finger foods as we gather for fellowship after
this event concludes. You might be tired after a long day where a
dozen things went wrong, but if there is any way you can be here to
smile, greet someone with a handshake or a hug, or simply be
present then I appeal to you to make that effort.

With all my Christian love,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Greg’s mother, Jean Haigh will be having hip
replacement surgery Wednesday in Chattanooga.

August 4: Devo @ Lewis County
Nursing & Rehab at 2:00

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Lucy Skelton, Arelus
Dye, Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James,
Bettye Ammons, Glen Ammons, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie
Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Darrell Potts,
Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, John Ellis,
Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Stephanie Fielder, Ada Shelborne,
Kenneth Carroll, Theresa Lynch, Amanda Dyer,
Amber Runions, Leon Holbrook, Marian Yates,
Angela Odom, Tom Lich, Freddie Holt, Ashley
Sharp, Isabella Tomlin, Wayne Tharp

We ask that there not be any wedding, baby
showers, etc. in the foyer. Please use the
Family Life Center until the multi-purpose
room is completed. Thank you!

Teacher Appreciation Dinner
There will be a catered dinner for all of our
teachers and their spouses on Saturday, August
10 at 6:00 p.m. This is for all
Sunday morning and
Wednesday night teachers
serving within the last 24
months. If you would like to
attend, there is a sign-up sheet
on the table in the lobby.

Join us tonight at 6:00 as
Greg’s devotional will
be on The Greater
Commission. Sunday
nights are wonderful
because they are an intimate gathering of
praise and worship and the time of
fellowship will bless you beyond measure.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Corn meal, sugar, flour, brownie/cookie mix

August 5: Ladies’ Brown Bag Lunch
at 11:30—1:00
August 5: Back to School Prayer
Service at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: Classes for all ages
at 7:00 p.m.
Back to
School
Prayer Service
Monday,
August 5 at
7:00 p.m. will
be our annual
prayer service. It allows us to host
others from our community as we
pray for all aspects of the upcoming
school year. We will need our
members to bring finger foods as we
will serve refreshments afterward.

When It
Gets
Personal
Join us for
our adult class Wednesday night. You
can read Titus 2:9—3:15 in
preparation for this week’s class.
Scot Shanks, an elder who serves the Linary
Church of Christ in Crossville will be here
on Wednesday night, August 14, to talk
about the work Alfred Beyan is doing in
Liberia, West Africa.
Scot has made two trip
to Liberia and our
members will have the
opportunity to
participate in a medical
mission trip next year.

