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This past week I was having a conversation about our congregation’s
benevolence work with Kay Duncan. Since taking on the job of church
secretary a few years ago, Kay has become the first person someone will
typically see or speak to when seeking assistance from our church family. In
Lewis County, we are fortunate that we do not have as many people who
are constantly trying to take advantage of area churches as I have seen in
other places. In talking to Kay, I was reminded of one particular family from
Georgia who was passing through Hohenwald.
In the fall of 2014, a young man with special needs, probably in his early
20’s, came to our church office and said his family was having car trouble
and they needed a room for the night. I went outside to talk to his parents
who were seated in a late model Chevy Traverse. I asked about their
problem and was told that they had car trouble and had spent all their
money on a car part that had to be ordered from a local shop and would not
arrive until the next day, thus causing the family to need a room for the
night. I told them our congregation would put them up for one night at the
Embassy Inn, and then I asked if they had food or money to buy food. They
said, “No.”
It was at this point I remembered a $50.00 gift certificate to the Junkyard
Dog Steak House that I had just been given by a local organization in the
community. I gave them the gift certificate and directed them to the
restaurant while I arranged their lodging. If this were the end of the story—
no big deal. After all, we are just living out Leviticus 19:33-34 and Hebrews
13:2. But no, the story doesn’t end there. The family returned about the
same time a year later with a similar story. After a lengthier conversation I
reluctantly put them up for the night—but no trip to the restaurant this time.
And then, you guessed it. A year later they stopped by a third time. I
interrupted the story and said, “We will not be able to help you this time.”
The family drove off, never to be seen again. Once? Sure. Twice? What a
strange coincidence (but really skeptical at this point). Three times? You’re
a cheap scam artist and I want nothing to do with you. I could be grateful
that I have never tried to cheat a church out of a night of lodging. I can look
upon this family and shake my head because they sent a special needs son
to make their appeal for assistance. And then, in an honest moment, I know
in my heart that I am no better and God loves this family from Georgia just
as much as he loves me or any of you.
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If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:8
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Romans 3:23

It is so easy for us to sit on a judgement seat that was never intended
for us. No, we should not let ourselves be repeatedly taken advantage of,
but we should also avoid thinking of ourselves as better than someone else.
Anyone else. Because “all” really does mean all.
Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Lucy Skelton, Arelus
Dye, Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James,
Bettye Ammons, Glen Ammons, Dawn Darden, John
Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie
Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch,
Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Beverly Malone,
Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham, Darrell Potts,
Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, John Ellis,
Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris Gildersleeve,
Jimmy Griner, Stephanie Fielder, Ada Shelborne,
Kenneth Carroll, Theresa Lynch, Amanda Dyer,
Amber Runions, Leon Holbrook, Marian Yates,
Angela Odom, Tom Lich, Freddie Holt, Ashley
Sharp, Isabella Tomlin, Wayne Tharp

Today: Devo @ Lewis County Nursing &
Rehab at 2:00

1st Grade Bibles are due back to
the church office by August 18.
Teacher
Appreciation
Dinner
There will be a
dinner provided for
all of our teachers and their spouses on
Saturday, August 10 at 6:00 p.m. This is for all
Sunday morning and Wednesday night teachers
serving within the last 24 months. If you would
like to attend, there is a sign-up sheet on the
table in the lobby.

Back to School
Prayer Service
Tomorrow evening at
7:00 p.m. will be our
annual prayer service.
It allows us to host
others from our community as we pray for all
aspects of the upcoming school year. We will
need our members to bring finger foods and
desserts as we will serve refreshments
afterward. Beverages will be provided.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake mix,
peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello

August 5: Ladies’ Brown Bag Lunch
at 11:30—1:00
August 5: Back to School Prayer Service
at 7:00 p.m.
August 10: Teacher Appreciation Dinner
at 6:00 p.m.
August 25: Homecoming
Wednesday: Classes for all ages at 7:00

For those who would like to assist in any
way with tomorrow night’s prayer
service, there will be a meeting
immediately following morning worship.
If you know of anyone that would benefit from a
divorce recovery support group, Divorce Care will be
meeting on Sunday nights at the First Baptist Church
from 5:30—7:00 p.m.

When It Gets
Personal
Join us for our adult
class Wednesday
night. You can read 2 Timothy 3:10—4:14
in preparation for this week’s class.

Join us tonight at 6:00
as Greg’s devotional
message will be: A Big
“If”: Faith as a
Mustard Seed.
Scot Shanks, an elder
who serves the Linary
Church of Christ in
Crossville will be here
on Wednesday night,
August 14, to talk
about the work Alfred
Beyan is doing in
Liberia, West Africa. Scot has made two
trips to Liberia and our members will have
the opportunity to participate in a medical
mission trip next year.

