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Preaching the Bad News

Shepherds
Darrell Hinson 931-209-5146
Rick Jones

796-4377

Ronnie Riley 796-4251
Minister:
Greg Smith
931-306-7089
Deacons
Tom Gosser
Jon Jones
Billy Don Jackson
Steve Selby
Jeff Peery

Check out our website:
hohenwaldchurchofchrist.com
Phone: 931-796-3167
Honored to Serve in August:
Announcements:
Jerry Mercer
Song Leader: Steve Selby
Preside at Lord’s Table:
Jon Jones
Lord’s Table:
Shane Baker/Jeff Cameron/Blake Farr/
Richard Clayton/Steve Scott/
Scottie Bass
Wing: Noah Cotham
Prepare Communion:
Paula Spears
Deliver Communion:
Darrell Hinson
Sunday, August 18:
Opening Prayer: Bill Lynch
Closing Prayer: Jerry Mercer
Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

During my stint as the minister of the Hohenwald Church of Christ, I
estimate that I have delivered over 600 sermons and devotionals—not
including Sunday morning and Wednesday evening classes. I can only
remember preaching on hell five or six times. Even if that number is a
little low, I am confident I’m not off by more than two or three messages
in which hell was the primary topic of my lesson. When I would preach
on the reality of hell, I would often do so with a bit of apology, as if to
say, “Sorry that we are talking about this today, but it is a reality.”
I think the apology is simply because I want the message to be
positive, uplifting, and helpful. The following article is from U.S. News
and was published in 2000:
It seems that hell isn't as hot as it used to be. Since the days of fiery
sermons from Puritan preachers like Jonathan Edwards, hell has
become "more of a deep funk than a pit of fire." A recent U.S. News &
World Report poll reveals that 64 percent of Americans believe there is
a hell, 25 percent say there isn't a hell, and 9 percent don't know. Most
respondents think of hell as "an anguished state of existence" or
"an unpleasant solitary confinement" rather than as a real place.
Professor Douglas Groothius of Denver Seminary believes many
Christians are ashamed of the doctrine of hell. Yet Tim Keller, pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, worries about downplaying the reality of hell. He believes that doing this "does irreparable
damage to our deepest comforts—our understanding of God's grace
and love. . . . To preach the good news, we must preach the bad."…
Can the threat of spending eternity in hell motivate individuals
toward faith and virtue? Professor Jerry L. Walls of Asbury Theological
Seminary, writing in Christianity Today, believes: "If there is no God, no
heaven, no hell, there simply is no persuasive reason to be moral."
"Hell Hath No Fury," U.S. News & World Report (1-31-00), pp.45-50
A more recent study by the Pew Research Center cites the number
of Americans who now believe in hell is down to 58%. I have heard it
said that the most effective thing Satan has accomplished in our culture
is to convince people he does not exist. It seems to me an equally great
accomplishment is to convince people there is no consequence for a
lifetime of immoral behavior, or at the very least, a decision not to
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to be baptized in His name.
Want something positive, uplifting, and helpful? I think hell is real
and those who are not part of the Body of Christ will spend eternity
there. However, God is also real and He loves you very much and
allowed his Son to be an atoning sacrifice for the sins of humanity.
To me, that is as positive and uplifting as it gets.

Keep the faith,

Greg

Prayer Request:

Upcoming Events:

Amanda Dyer, granddaughter of Kathy Pipkins, left
yesterday for the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. She will
be undergoing tests to resolve health problems she
has dealt with for years.

August 25: Homecoming

Tom Culp, father of Tammy Clifton, will be having
knee replacement surgery.

Continue to remember in prayer:
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Lucy Skelton, Arelus Dye,
Harper Bastin, Judy Burton, Emily James, Bettye
Ammons, Glen Ammons, Dawn Darden, John Beard,
Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie
Belew, Dana Shanes Lynch, Matthew Jones, Austin
Duncan, Beverly Malone, Steve Hopper, Debbie Durham,
Darrell Potts, Connye Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis,
John Ellis, Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Doris
Gildersleeve, Jimmy Griner, Stephanie Fielder, Ada
Shelborne, Kenneth Carroll, Theresa Lynch, Amanda
Dyer, Amber Runions, Leon Holbrook, Marian Yates,
Angela Odom, Tom Lich, Freddie Holt, Ashley Sharp,
Isabella Tomlin, Wayne Tharp

When It Gets Personal
Join us for our adult class
Wednesday night. You can read
Hebrews Chapter 13 in
preparation for this week’s class.

Work Night

September 1: Devo @ Lewis County Nursing
& Rehab at 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday: Classes for all ages at 7:00

1st Grade Bibles are due back to
the church office today.
We would like to
recognize your birthday in
the church bulletin! Please
sign the sheet in the foyer
with the month and day beside your name.

On Sunday, September 8, we will have
our First Grade Bible Presentation
before worship.

Fall Quarter Classes begin Sunday,
September 1— “Promotion Sunday”

We will have a work night at
our building this Tuesday
evening, August 20
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in
preparation for Homecoming.
Please take as many
postcards as you need
because this week is the
final opportunity to mail
them and invite people to
our Homecoming
Celebration.

Pantry
This week’s items are:
Corn meal, sugar, flour, brownie/cookie mix

Our annual Homecoming Celebration
will be next Sunday, August 25. Kevin
King will once again furnish smoked
pork. Fried chicken will also be
provided. We need our members to
bring side dishes, desserts, and tea.
Terry Jones will deliver our
message that day.

Join us tonight at
6:00 as we gather
to praise God
together. The
subject of tonight’s
devotional will be The Flannel
Board Soldier: The Armor of God.

