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Honored to Serve in November:  

Announcements: 

Bill Lynch 

Song Leader: Jerry Mercer 

Preside at Lord’s Table:  

Lee Riley 

Lord’s Table: 

Chad Spears/Jeff Cameron/Richard 
Clayton/Jason Fite/Shane Baker/     

Jaxon Fite 

Wing: Scottie Bass 

Prepare Communion:  

Greg & Stacy Smith 

Deliver Communion:                       

Paul Brown 
 

Sunday, November 10: 

Opening Prayer: Steve Selby 

Closing Prayer: Luke Roberson 

Minister: 

Greg Smith 

931-306-7089 

Check out our website: 

hohenwaldchurchofchrist.com 

Phone: 931-796-3167 

Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.                  

Worship: 10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.                                                                       

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m. 

       

  
 This Troubling Mystery 

 
      In the movie Good Will Hunting, Matt Damon plays a janitor who 
cleans a math building at MIT, one of the most prestigious universities in 
the world. His character, Will, comes from a working class neighborhood 
in Boston and in spite of his off-the-charts intelligence; he had a troubled 
upbringing and did not receive the opportunities typically afforded to 
young people with his acumen for difficult subjects. Will gains notoriety 
when he begins solving challenging math problems that a professor 
leaves in the hallway for students to solve.  
      Seeing the movie years ago made me aware of two things: Not    
everyone has equal opportunities to succeed, so be on the lookout for 
untapped potential and try to help people nurture their gifts for future 
success. I also realized that when you get to a certain level, math      
becomes philosophical—possibly even unsolvable.  
      I was reminded of this last point when attending a workshop for 
preachers this past week in Nashville. Eddie Sharp is a retired preacher 
in Texas who worked for 45 years in congregations in New Mexico,   
Nevada, and Texas. Eddie spent two days pouring some of that         
experience into others and every single one of us was blessed because 
of his willingness to do so.  
      Eddie originally attended Rice University in Houston to study physics 
but changed his plans when called into ministry. Something Eddie said 
struck me: “On some level, studying theology is no different than       
studying other subjects. If you follow math or physics all the way to the 
end, you end up with a mystery. Not everything can be solved or       
explained.” How true that is. People criticize the gospel of Jesus Christ 
because it cannot all be proven or explained in a neat little package. 
Okay, but study some of the world’s difficult subjects and the results are 
no different.  
        
I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the 
church at Laodicea, and for many other believers who have never 

met me personally. 2 I want them to be encouraged and knit          
together by strong ties of love. I want them to have complete      

confidence that they understand God’s mysterious plan, which     
is Christ himself. 3 In him lie hidden all the treasures of                      

wisdom and knowledge. 
Colossians 2:1-3 

 
      At least four different times in his letters, Paul refers to the mystery 
of Christ. It’s okay if some of this is tough to get a handle on and           
completely wrap our human minds around. It takes many years to be 
molded more closely to the image of Jesus and even then we are still 
sinners saved by grace. Embrace the mystery of Jesus and do not be 
ashamed or confused because you cannot explain it all. Putting our 
hope in a mystery simply requires faith. 
 

Keep the faith, 

Greg    

If you are visiting with us today, we’re glad you        

chose to worship with us! 



Prayer Request: 
We extend our condolences to Jeff Holbrook on the 
passing of his father, Leon. The memorial service will 

take place next Sunday, November 17 at 2:00 p.m. at Oak 
Grove Methodist Church. Visitation will be from 1:00 

that afternoon until the time of the service. 

Rick Jones is scheduled to have surgery this Tuesday 
to repair a torn meniscus in one of his knees. 

Continue to remember in prayer: 
Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Nancy McDonald, Harper 

Bastin, Bettye Ammons, Glen Ammons, John Beard,    
Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie 
Belew, Matthew Jones, Austin Duncan, Steve Hopper, 
Connye Karpel, Ken Karpel, Louise Tatum, Janie Ellis, 

John Ellis, Jane West, Mary Lou Morton, Jimmy Griner, 
Stephanie Fielder, Ada Shelborne, Theresa Lynch,   

Amanda Dyer, Amber Runions, Marian Yates, Angela 
Odom, Tom Lich, Freddie Holt, Ashley Sharp, Isabella 

Tomlin, Jackson Tomlin, Wayne Tharp 

 Upcoming Events:  

 November 11: Veteran’s Day   
Luncheon  

November 23: House of Hope 

November 24: Sack the Pulpit 

November 29: Blood Drive 

  Pantry                                                                

This week’s items are: 

Cereal, oatmeal/muffin mix/pancake mix, 

peanut butter & jelly, pudding/jello 

 House of Hope 

Our House of Hope 

warm clothing         

giveaway will be       

Saturday, November 23 from 9:00-12:00. We 

are needing all  sizes kids coats, gloves, and 

hats/toboggans. We have plenty of adult 

coats. If you would like to help with this  

ministry, helpers are requested to be in the 

FLC at 8:45. There is a sign up sheet on the 

table in the lobby for those who can bring 

breakfast items. 

Happy Birthday! 

 Garrett Reeves   Nov 10                                          

Bill Lynch   Nov 11                                              

Jeff Holbrook   Nov 13                                    

Reagan Clayton   Nov 13                                       

Koty Couch   Nov 16 
 The Veteran’s Day Luncheon will 

be tomorrow in the FLC. If      

anyone would like to help with 

desserts, please see Kay Duncan. 

All other items will be provided. 

  

 

Winterfest is a weekend gathering of 

Christians in Gatlinburg from all over 

the Eastern United States. The dates 

for the event are February 14-16. 

While geared toward youth, adults 

come away with a renewed passion in 

their relationship with God.                 

Please see Greg if you are interested 

in attending. 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. as we 

meet God on the mountain. Jon 

Jones will be delivering tonight’s 

devotional thoughts. Join your 

church family for a meaningful time of worship. 

Sack the Pulpit 

We will be giving out bags next Sunday, November 17, 

along with a list of what is to be purchased in order to 

provide a Thanksgiving meal for families in our           

community. Remember, each bag has a family’s name on 

it. If you take a bag, it is very important that you return it 

so that we will be able to feed that family. The bags are 

to be returned by Sunday morning, November 24 and 

placed on the stage. We will gather that  afternoon to 

distribute bags to families we have a relationship with 

through our House of Hope. 


