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Deacons 
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 Billy Don Jackson        Steve Selby 

                           Jeff Peery                                

Honored to Serve in December:  

Announcements: 

Jason Fite 

Song Leader: Steve Selby 

Preside at Lord’s Table:  

Rick Jones 

Lord’s Table: 

Lucas Clayton/C.W. Carroll/Ryan 
Couch/Luke Roberson/Blake Farr/

R.E. McDonald 

Wing: Jeff Holbrook 

Prepare Communion:  

Michelle Jones 

Deliver Communion:                       

Darrell Hinson 
 

Sunday, December 29: 

Opening Prayer: Jeff Peery 

Closing Prayer: Jason Fite 

Minister: 

Greg Smith 

931-306-7089 

Check out our website: 

hohenwaldchurchofchrist.com 

Phone: 931-796-3167 

Sun AM Bible Study: 9:30 a.m.                  

Worship: 10:30 Sun PM: 6 p.m.                                                                       

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m. 

       

  
  

 Stories to Which We Are Drawn 
 

      I remember a conversation with a children’s ministry director about 
ten years ago. She mentioned how she tries not to use the term 
“stories” when talking about events that take place in the Bible. Do 
you know how we typically say, “the story of David and Goliath” or “the 
story of Jesus feeding the five thousand”? The children’s director 
thought that we cheapen Holy Scripture by using the term “stories” as 
if to indicate that what we read in God’s word could be viewed by   
people as well-written fiction. 
      I can appreciate where she was coming from, but I disagree with 
her assessment. I give people more credit than that—I have           
confidence that we can call something a story and our audience 
(whether my own church family or a group of inmates at the local jail) 
will still be aware of how many stories are true stories. Many of my 
favorite movies have a graphic that declares “Based on actual events” 
as the beginning credits are appearing on the screen. I’ve noticed 
over the years that so many of the most popular films are just that—
based on actual events. 
      The Bible reads like one big story that is made up of many smaller 
stories. Isn’t humanity like that? Aren’t our lives like that? We have 
one over-arching narrative (another term for “story”) but our time in 
this earthly life is made up of many smaller stories. Some of those  
stories are pure comedy. Some of them are tragic. And yet others are 
dramatic or filled with action. There are times of adventure and let’s 
face it—there are times the story of our lives gets a little slow, even 
boring. 
      Do you have books or movies that you find yourself going back to 
again and again? I know I do. The same is true when I engage the 
Bible. There are certain stories from scripture that resurface when I 
preach and teach: the Samaritan woman at the well; the Israelites in 
the book of Judges; and the parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son are just 
a few that come to mind. I like stories that have layers and each    
reading allows me to focus on something different.  
      God’s word is presented as stories because our Heavenly Father 
knows that we relate well to stories. What are the stories in the Bible 
that have influenced your life? If you don’t have an answer it may be 
because you have simply not spent enough time reading your Bible. I 
encourage you to change that in the New Year. Read your Bible often 
enough to start falling in love with some of the stories of scripture. 
 

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet 
and a light for my path. 

Psalm 119:105 
 
Keep the faith, 

Greg 

If you are visiting with us today, we’re glad you        

chose to worship with us! 



  

Continue to remember in prayer: 

Howard Spears, Bill Skelton, Nancy McDonald,     
Harper Bastin, Bettye Ammons, Glen Ammons, 
John Beard, Lovada Burklow, Raylan Carroll, 

Emerie Mitchell, Ronnie Belew, Matthew Jones, 
Austin Duncan, Steve Hopper, Connye Karpel, Ken 
Karpel, Janie Ellis, John Ellis, Jane West, Mary 

Lou Morton, Jimmy Griner, Stephanie Fielder, Ada 
Shelborne, Theresa Lynch, Amanda Dyer, Amber 
Runions, Marian Yates, Angela Odom, Tom Lich, 

Freddie Holt, Ashley Sharp, Isabella Tomlin, 
Jackson Tomlin, Wayne Tharp, Linda Mitchell 

 Upcoming Events:  

December 31: New Year’s Eve Fellowship 

 January 1: New Year’s Day                          
No Wednesday Evening Services 

January 5: Devo at Lewis County Nursing 
& Rehab @ 2:00 

  Pantry                                                                

This week’s items are: 

Spaghetti noodles, Hamburger Helper,        

spaghetti sauce, mac/cheese 

Happy Birthday! 

 Josh Keltner   Dec 31 

Theresa Lynch   Jan 2  

Join us this evening at 6:00 as 

we gather for worship. Greg’s 

devotional will be from Mark 5: 

How Can I Be Sure of What         

I Believe? 

 Honduras 

On Sunday, January 12, we 

will have a brief informational 

meeting following morning 

worship for those interested in 

going on a mission trip from 

June 22 to July 1.   

 
14 But you must remain faithful to the 

things you have been taught. You 
know they are true, for you know you 
can trust those who taught you. 15 You 
have been taught the holy Scriptures 
from childhood, and they have given 

you the wisdom to receive the         
salvation that comes by trusting in 

Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful to teach us what 
is true and to make us realize what is 
wrong in our lives. It corrects us when 

we are wrong and teaches us to do 
what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare 

and equip his people to do              
every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 New Year's Eve 

Come join us on December 31st beginning at 8:00 

PM for a time of fellowship here at the HCoC. 

Bring your favorite finger foods and your favorite 

card or board games. We will take a break for a 

short time of worship as we ask God's blessings on 

the next 12 months of life together as a church 

family. Make plans to join us and bring a guest.  

 


